CHARLES DARWIN
of a large variety of plants, cThe passion for collect-
ing/' he wrote, "which leads a man to be a systematic
naturalist, a virtuoso, or a miser, was very strong in
me and was clearly innate, as none of my sisters or
brother ever had this taste/5 Perhaps, but there is no
escaping the fact that his father, his grandfather, and
many others of his forebears had the same passion for
collecting and had developed It In the field of natural
history. Just why It should have been passed on to
Charles and leave his brother and sisters untouched re-
mains a mystery.
He records that at this time he was "much given to
inventing deliberate falsehoods" and says that this was
done for the sake of causing excitement He told a
little boy that he could control the color of certain
flowers by watering them with colored fluids^ "which,
of course, was a monstrous fable." At another time he
gathered a considerable quantity of fruit from Ms fa-
ther's trees and hid it in the shrubbery "and then ran In
breathless haste to spread the news that he had dis-
covered a horde of stolen fruit'* These falsehoods
sorely troubled his conscience later. He records with
equal candor some of the lies told him by his playmates,
who apparently found him quite gullible. The impor-
tant thing for us Is that out of these childish adventures
In falsehoods, in which he was sometimes at the giving
and at other times at the receiving end, he came to have
an increasing realization of the need of evidence and
factual data before accepting any proposition.
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